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Poverty
Poverty is a state of being poor. Poverty is when one lacks essential needs in life and merely survives either through begging or living a low life standard. The bible gives different views on being miserable and poverty. On one end having immense wealth and materialism is considered evil and combatted while on the other end it is a state that indicates the blessing of God to an individual.
The word poverty in the scripture would mean a spiritual or physical state. The word poor as used in the Bible covers a range of meanings which goes hand in hand with other words such as orphan or widow. Also since not all poor individual people are destitute the term as used in the bible is highly dependent on the context of use (Elwell, 1997). The Old Testament Pentateuch emphasizes equality and fair treatment of the poor. Neither was justice held to the poor (Exodus 23:6). Such kind of equality despite social status was practiced even during the collection of ransom money from both the rich and the poor. As part of the covenant, poor people get treated with the same measure of respect as the rich (Deut 24:10-11).
According to the Bible, there is a correlation between sin and poverty. There is an array of scenarios that the Bible uses to address this type of association. Such will later paint a picture on what is known as ‘multidimensional nature of humankind’ through the delineation of human relationships. The different concepts stated by the bible that relates sin to poverty. It is possible for sin to have manifestation at a personal level as well as social level. The bible outlines instances of collective sins. For instance, in the book of Amos, 2:6-7 the Lord pronounces judgment on Israel; ‘for three transgressions….
Another instance is in the mission of Paul to the church in Corinth. He says to the church in Corinth that ‘as you are rich, think of them, of the church Jerusalem.’  Paul was trying an assertion to the Corinthians that they excel in everything, faith, utterance knowledge, and in love as well, but he urged them to they shine in gracious work as well through doing charity to the poor for example giving out to the destitute. Through this, they would have practiced according to true believers. The message Paul was trying to drive home entailed the spiritual Poverty that the Church in Jerusalem was undergoing. He wanted to ensure spiritual wealth to the churches he preached.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the New Testament., we see Jesus emphasizing giving to the poor. Jesus understood the reality of being poor, and the difficulties the poor people went through. Jesus himself identified himself with the poor since many poor people did not have homes, so he was. Paul was also sensitive to the poor which is consistent with the teachings of Jesus as the mission of the early church. He understood that Christ’s word had no limitation to social boundaries and that the church was made up of both the poor and the rich. However, even the rich are under high critics in the Bible, Jesus himself says that it is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God than for Carmel to enter the hole of a needle (Elwell, 1997). Such portrays the rich people with immense wealth as an inhibitor to one’s faith. That through being rich may be regarded as God’s blessing; if the benefits do not draw you closer to God, then it is not from God. To the rich, the Bible tries to encourage them not to be swayed by their wealth while to the poor; the Bible tries to advise them not to lust at the Worldly pleasures and wealth. 
The New Testament emphasizes on equality of people before God. The book of James however, praises the poor and the way they are sensitive towards God’s favor and mercy. He later continues to say however that discriminating between the poor and the rich, however, is a sin.  The Bible associates, however, the poor in the heart to inherit the Kingdom of God, on the Beatitude teachings of Jesus Christ.
The Bible presents two positions as mentioned earlier on poverty. One being that poverty is as a result of sin and misery due to the social status of an individual that some people are poor because a person in their generation or themselves sinned. The Bible says that sin brings poverty to human life. However, there are cases when that is not true since some of the apostles were poor, but they were righteous with God. The position on poverty varies with a different context in the bible.
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